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1988: UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
ENDORSED 

THE ACTION BY  UNEP AND WMO IN 
JOINTLY ESTABLISHING THE IPCC 

OCT. 2015: IPCC ELECTED NEW 
BUREAU IN CHARGE OF THE SIXTH 

ASSESSMENT CYCLE, 
APRIL 2016: FIRST SESSION SINCE 

ELECTION

Creation Today
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“… to assess on a comprehensive, objective, open and transparent basis 
the scientific, technical and socio-economic information relevant to 
understanding the scientific basis of risk of human-induced climate 
change, its potential impacts and options for adaptation and mitigation.”

“IPCC reports should be neutral with respect to policy, although they may 
need to deal objectively with scientific, technical and socio-economic 
factors relevant to the application of particular policies.”

Principles Governing IPCC Work, paragraph 2
Source: http://www.ipcc.ch/pdf/ipcc-principles/ipcc-
principles.pdf



IPCC Reports

Five assessment reports (1990, 1995, 2001, 2007, 2013-14)

1992 supplementary report and 1994 special report

Nine special reports (1997, 1999, 2000, 2005, 2011, 2012, 2018, 
2019)

Guidelines for national GHG inventories, good practice 
guidance (1995, 2006, 2013)

Six technical papers (1996-2008)





FAR (1990)

Achievements: The Assessment Reports

led to UNFCCC

SAR (1995) input for Kyoto Protocol

TAR (2001) focused attention on 
Impacts of climate 

change and need for 
adaptation

AR4 (2007) input for
Decision on 2ºC limit; 
basis for post Kyoto 
Protocol agreement

AR5 (2013/2014) input for Paris Agreement



Other Activities and Achievements

National Greenhouse Gas Inventories 
(Publication of IPCC Methodology Reports)

Organizing expert meetings and workshops to 
facilitate discussion on topics relevant to the 

Assessment process

Task Group on Data and Scenario Support for Impact and Climate Analysis 
(TGICA):

facilitates distribution and application of climate change related data and 
scenarios)



Some IPCC Outreach Activities

Kenya, February 2015

Thailand, August 2015Argentina, September 
2015

Paris, December 2015

Nicaragua, August 2015 Tanzania, February 2015

Mexico, August 2015

Russia, September 2015

Turkey, September 2015



What is next for the IPCC? 

AR6 cycle Special Reports on

impacts of global warming of 1.5 ºC above pre-industrial levels 
and related global greenhouse gas emission pathways by 2018

Climate change and oceans and the cryosphere

Climate change, desertification, land degradation, 
sustainable 
land management, food security, and greenhouse gas fluxes 
in terrestrial ecosystems

IPCC Decision XLIII-5

“To take the outcomes of the 21st Conference of the Parties to the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) into consideration when 
determining the IPCC programme of work and products for the sixth IPCC 
assessment cycle”



How the IPCC produces its reports?



Physical Science Basis



Perturbation of the global carbon cycle caused by anthropogenic activities,
averaged globally for the decade 2008–2017 (GtCO2/yr)

The budget imbalance is the difference between the estimated emissions and sinks. 
Source: CDIAC; NOAA-ESRL; Le Quéré et al 2018; Ciais et al. 2013; Global Carbon Budget 2018



Physical Science Basis



Physical Science Basis
The Science 
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Extreme Heat

Storm surges

River basin flooding

Extreme rainfall
Extreme Cold

Heat stress

Tropical Storms

Hail & Lightning 
FrostbiteFlash floods

Health impacts

Drought
Mudslides

Economy

High frequent hydroclimatological hazards becoming common in Africa
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Response Options

Accelerated radical 
changes needed in 
four systems;

• energy, 
• land use and 

ecosystems, 
• urban 

infrastructure, 
• industry



REPORT COVER IMAGE:
Agricultural landscape between Ankara and Hattusha, Anatolia, Turkey (40°00' N – 33°35’ E)
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Land is under 
growing human 

pressure

Land is a part of 
the solution

But land can’t 
do it all

Land is where we live
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¡ Urgency of climate action

¡ Importance of institutional transformation (judiciary, finance, 
governance, administration) at all levels

¡ Reducing emissions is for all countries INDC’s, Paris Agreement

¡ There are known and practiced response actions that can address 
impacts of climate change

¡ Transition to LED

¡ Low hanging, low cost nature-based solutions



¡ Thanks!


